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Dear Parents/carers 
 
This week we started off by looking at the celebrations of Chinese New 
Year and welcomed in the year of the snake. The Chinese say that people 
born in the year of the snake are humorous, determined and methodical. 
We put these attributes to the test at Forest School with Trencrom this 
week, when we tried to light the fire. The children worked very hard to 
follow instructions to get it done, and had to remain in high spirits 
throughout! Another determined group we had this week were our cross 
country runners! They ran their socks off in the rather harsh, chilly 
conditions at St Ives Rugby club. We even had some that had never done 
it before ranking quite high - vwell done to all! 
 
Kerris class have an exhibition on at Penlee Museum for the next few 
weeks. Mrs Clemens took a group down to the grand opening earlier in 
the week and said it looked fantastic. The exhibition will be on for the 
next few weeks so please feel free to go and see their wonderful work.  
 
At Alverton we like to celebrate our achievements in class. Children are 
always coming to see us for Headteacher's awards and we love looking at 
what they have done - great work is something to be proud of! Over the 
last few weeks we have made a golden book to record these efforts. 
When children come to see us, they get their Headteacher's award but 
also get their name written in the golden book. They have been so proud 
to have their name written in it and the reasons range from excellent 
Maths or determination in reading, to creative artwork and teamwork in 
PE. Well done to all children who have come to see us, it really brightens 
our day.  
 
One more week to go, fingers crossed this sunny weather continues. 
 
Nichola Smith 
Headteacher 



Remember – safeguarding is  everyone’s 

responsibility 

If you have a safeguarding concern, please 

contact Nichola Smith (Designated 

Safeguarding Lead) at 

nsmith@alverton.tpacademytrust.org or, if 

it is out of school hours, please contact the 

Multi Agency Referral Unit on 0300 1231 

116;  

E-mail: 

multiagencyreferralunit@cornwall.gov.uk  

THIS IS OUR 

 

HELP YOUR SHELF 

 

How it Works 

 

It’s all free. 

 

Take what you need, 
whenever you need it. 

 

No Questions Asked – No Judgements Made 

 

Give what you can if you would like to. 

Donations wanted 
Our Help Your Shelf is looking 
rather bare. If you are able to bring 
in any non-perishable food items, 
cleaning products or toiletries, we 
would be very grateful. These will 
all go to helping our families and 
community. Thank you very much. 

Club cancellations next week 
 

Year 3-6 Netball on Monday and 
Year 5/6 Art on Wednesday are 
CANCELLED next week. Please 
collect your child at 3.15pm. 

Year 5 Porthpean and Year 6 London 

Final payments 

A reminder that all remaining payments for this year’s residential trips must be 

paid by the following dates: 

Year 5 Porthpean  Friday 7th March 

Year 6 London  Friday 31st March 

Please log into Arbor (we no longer use Schoolmoney), check how much you 

owe and pay by the deadline date.  

Any questions, please ask at the office. 

Lost property  
 

Any un-named items in the lost property 
box will be taken to the charity shop 
after half term so if you’re missing 
anything please come and check before 
next Friday. 

mailto:multiagencyreferralunit@cornwall.gov.uk


Safer Internet Day - Tuesday 11th February 2025 
Safer Internet Day 2025 will take place on 11th of February 2025, with celebrations and learning based 
around the theme ’Too good to be true? Protecting yourself and others from scams online’. Across the 
day, children will take part in age appropriate activities to learn how to be safe online, how to protect 
themselves and what a scam is. Below is a parents guide to keeping children safe from online scams 
detailing how you can support online safety at home.  

Football friendly 

On 5th February Alverton boys football team faced Nancledra in a friendly match since the  two 

teams are in fierce preparation for important cup matches to come. It was always going to be a 

tough game since the pitch was drenched in mud but both teams put up a good fight. After both 

teams warmed up, the contest commenced. Alverton got a breakthrough and slammed it in the 

back of the net. After play resumed Nancledra got the possibility of a goal and placed it in the 

bottom corner. A few minutes later Nancledra did an illegal tackle and Alverton won a penalty 

which Jack G slotted in the bottom left corner with his powerful kick; by now Alverton were 2-1 

up with 5 minutes left in the first half. By the second half, Nancledra had won a penalty but 

unfortunately missed it . Off the back of that, the visiting team wanted a goal to tie the game and 

with their luck they got it but Alverton wasn’t going to give up so they kept the fight going. Ten 

minutes on Alverton broke away from the opposing team’s defence and scored the winning goal 

to make it 3-2. The team were: Brae, Jack  G, Harris, Noah G, Joey, Jacob, Jackson, Benjamin, Jai 

and Charlie. Report by Harris, Jacob and Joey. 





TICKETS ON SALE AFTER 

EASTER! 





0300 123 3393 

0808 802 6666 

0344 411 1444 

Penzance CTIPA Foodbank 

The CTIPA Foodbank in Penzance provides food for 
anyone in need. If their support would be helpful to 
you, just phone Veryan or Adele in the office in 
confidence on 01736 364087 and they can phone the 
Foodbank for you who will be able to help. 
The Foodbank are extremely busy at the moment and 
are very grateful for any donations. 

 

www.mind.org.uk 

0300 123 3393 



 

There is a lot of help and advice available to help you keep your children safe online. Have a look at the 

Online Safety section of our website for lots of useful information and links  http://www.alverton.org.uk/

website/online_safety_for_families/246722.  Your child’s teacher will also always be happy to talk to you 

about online safety.  

http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/online_safety_for_families/246722
http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/online_safety_for_families/246722


Free School Meals / Pupil Premium 
 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/schools-and-education/schools-and-colleges/school-meals/ 
 
Registering a child as eligible for free school meals (as described below) means that your child receives 
a free meal every day (though they can, of course, bring a packed lunch should they prefer) but there 
are additional benefits too. Pupil Premium brings more money into the school to help children achieve 
and learn. Children in receipt of the Pupil Premium also receive other benefits (eg contributions 
towards Key Stage 2 camps and funding to use for uniform, music lessons, trips etc). At some times, 
there are further benefits for these children such as food vouchers during holiday times where these 
are given. Please see the Pupil Premium Provision Map in the Pupil Premium section of our website 
http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/pupil_premium/172518 or speak to Mrs Gill or Mrs Stacey in the 
office or contact Mrs Simpson who leads our Pupil Premium provision. 
 
The easiest and quickest way to apply for free school meals is online through the Cornwall Council 
website but, if you are unable to do this, you can call the Free School Meals team on 01872 323298 and 
a member of the team will call you back to complete the application over the phone.  
 
A child is eligible for free school meals if their parent / carer (or the child themselves) receives any of 
the following benefits: 
· Income Support (IS) 
· Job Seekers' Allowance (Income-Based) and equal based Job Seekers Allowance 
· Income Related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA-IR) and equal based Employment and 
Support Allowance 
· Child Tax Credit (CTC) with an annual income of less than £16,190 
· Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
· Guarantee Element of Pension Credit (GPC) 
· Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 (IAA) Support 
· Universal Credit - your household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including 
any benefits you get) as assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods 
 
If you are claiming the benefits listed below you are NOT eligible for free school meals, regardless of 
what other benefits / credits are being claimed: 
· Working Tax Credit 
· Contribution-Based Job Seeker's Allowance and / or Contribution-Based Employment and Support 
Allowance 
 
NB All Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils are entitled to receive a free school meal as part of the 
Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) initiative, regardless of what benefits are being claimed. 
However, some children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 may also have an entitlement to benefits-
related free school meals and it is important to apply for these if you think your child may be eligible. 
 
Registering for free school meals / Pupil Premium is confidential. If you think that your child is eligible, 
we strongly recommend that you contact Cornwall Council as detailed above. Mrs Gill and Mrs Stacey 
in the office will also be able to help you and answer any questions you may have. 
 
Thank you. 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/schools-and-education/schools-and-colleges/school-meals/
http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/pupil_premium/172518


STARS OF THE WEEK 
Little Foxes  Oliver A for trying  new things 

Little Owls  Oliver G for settling so well and being a great member of class 

Kittiwakes  Xander Enthusiasm: for super enthusiasm in all your learning 

Curlews  Eiva  Enthusiasm: for super Maths this week 

Puffins  Beeda Kindness: for always being a kind, considerate & caring friend 

Owls   Arthur Perseverance: for trying so hard in everything he does  

Kingfishers  River  Responsibility: for working so hard to get better at reading, writing & Maths 

Trencrom  Poppy Enthusiasm: for working really hard on her writing this week 

Lanyon  Violet Perseverance: for fantastic effort in Maths all week 

Kerris   Jordan Enthusiasm: for fantastic Maths this week 

   Lily  Kindness:  for always making an effort to show kindness to others 

Bodrifty  Sid  Responsibility: for challenging himself in his learning 

Bosigran  Muzhdah  Enthusiasm:  for her hard work & inspirational approach to learning 

Kenidjack  Eden  Perseverance: for working really hard on her Maths all week 

Lunchtime Star  Marley J for being useful & helpful 

   Alby  for being useful & helpful 

DIARY DATES 

Monday 17th - Friday 21st February Spring half term holiday 

Wednesday 5th March St Piran’s parade - Year 6 

Thursday 6th March World Book Day 

Not only is the sun shining more, it’s raining less and…..drum roll…it is, without a shadow of doubt, my favourite 

time of year….it’s getting lighter at night and in the morning. I don’t  go to and fro between school in the dark. 

Hoorah for that. Do the lighter days lighten you too? Do they make you smile more? Or will you miss the 

opportunity to go home, light fires, put heating and pjs on and snuggle up on the sofa? Do you ever even get time 

to do any of these things? Are you wondering what on earth I’m thinking of 

even suggesting them? Well, this is for anybody and everybody, mums, dads, 

carers, grandparents. Looking after and raising children isn’t easy. To all those 

grandparents out there who are supporting your grown up children as they 

raise your grandchildren too…well done and thank you, what would we do 

without your help? Want to chat?  Come and see me. Mrs D xxx 






