
23/9/22                               FRIDAY NEWS                                  No. 3 
News from around the school 
Reception 
The children in Curlews and Kittiwakes have enjoyed settling into their new classroom environment. As well as 
learning new routines and exploring all the exciting areas, we have been reading to our real life reading rabbit 
too. We all contributed name ideas for the rabbit and after a class vote, we now have a rabbit called Benjamin. 
We have also been busy painting self portraits, looking carefully at our different eye, hair and skin colours as well 
as mixing our own paints to make just the right shade we need. We will be looking at families too, finding out 
about all the lovely variations of family we have in our setting and soon we will soon be exploring our feelings and 
emotions. Phonics and maths have begun too, as we embark on our new ‘big school’ leaning journey. And that’s 
just the planned work, because of course small children have lots of original ideas and ways to learn.  Mrs 
Simpson 
 
Key Stage 1 
The Key Stage 1 team have all commented on how brilliantly the children have returned 

to school this month. The transition of children from 
EYFS into Year 1 has been especially impressive with lots 
of enthusiasm evident for learning in their new 
classrooms.  In the first weeks of the new term, we have 
had a strong focus on health and wellbeing across the 
phase with children being taught about our whole-
school focus on ‘The Five Ways to Wellbeing’. This week, 
we have also enjoyed a series of activities and 
workshops provided by the ‘Healthy Cornwall’ team 

with a focus on the importance of a healthy diet, keeping active and looking after our 
mental health. Feeling happy, healthy and secure in school are all prerequisites to being 
a good learner so the importance of the focus is self-evident.  Finally, can we just say a 
thank you to all the parents who attended our ‘Meet the Teacher’ session last week. It was lovely to see so many 
of you and to hear such positive feedback!  Mr Dawe 
 
Lower Key Stage 2 
We are really proud of how LKS2 have settled back into school life. Our Year 3s have adapted to being in KS2 
extremely well and, despite still being in shock that there is no longer an afternoon playtime, they have really 
impressed us! One group of Year 3s have started their swimming lessons, lots of children are playing instruments 
as well as all children receiving tennis coaching from Penzance Tennis Club. The children are really enjoying 
learning about the Stone Age and we have been blown away by the knowledge that hippos used to swim in the 
English Channel. We have all taken part in a health and wellbeing week, learning many things about how 
important sleep, exercise and having a healthy diet are. Thank you to parents for your support with reading and 
spellings - we couldn’t do it without your help! Mrs Dennison 
 
Upper Key Stage 2  
What a fantastic start to our new school year! All of the children have settled back into school life brilliantly and 
we have been so impressed with their enthusiasm and hard work.  Our Reading Revolution has begun with 
regular quiet reading times, Read Theory sessions and whole class reading tasks. We began our History work with 
a very loud re-enactment of the Battle of Bosworth which has helped Year 6 who are writing a story about an 
unexpected hero in the battle. Year 5 are writing a newspaper report about Ann Boleyn and will become roving 
reporters when they meet her in the flesh! Dance classes have started on Friday afternoon which have been very 
popular and Year Six Sports Leaders have completed their training so will be helping Mr T very soon. We have 
been learning French pronunciation, all about Forces in Science and immersed ourselves in Place Value in Maths 
lessons! Well done all!  Mrs O’Rourke 



Thank you so much to everyone that made 
our Health and Wellbeing Week a huge 
success! The children have enjoyed learning 
about healthy eating, physical activity, 
hydration, screen time, sleep, self care 
techniques and much more. Thank you to 
Healthy Cornwall and the Children’ Mental 
Health Support Team for delivering the 
workshops and to the various health 
professionals who came in to speak with 
parents yesterday evening. Members of 
staff have also enjoyed getting involved and 
receiving free health checks.  



Remember – safeguarding is  everyone’s 

responsibility 

If you have a safeguarding concern, please 

contact Martin Higgs (Designated 

Safeguarding Lead) at 

head@alverton.cornwall.sch.uk or, if it is 

out of school hours, please contact the 

Multi Agency Referral Unit on 0300 1231 

116;  

E-mail: 

multiagencyreferralunit@cornwall.gov.uk  

Dyslexia Awareness Week 

3rd-9th October 2022 

The theme this year will allow us to reflect 
on the barriers that those living with 
dyslexia often face, while also focusing on 
how individuals, organisations and the 
education system have continued to 
succeed and break through these obstacles. 

In classes children will be discussing how we learn differently and how important it is to 
have a positive mindset. We will also be looking at people who have been successful and 
how they achieved their success.  

PPA days 

Your child should come to school in their school 

tracksuit and not their uniform on the days they have 

PPA. 

Reception - Fridays 

Year 1 & 2 - Tuesdays 

Year 3 & 4 - Wednesdays 

Year 5 & 6 - Thursdays 

Please ensure that they have their PE kit in school all 

other days of the week so that they can change into it 

for extra PE if necessary. 
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0300 123 3393 

0808 802 6666 

0344 411 1444 

Penzance CTIPA Foodbank 

The CTIPA Foodbank in Penzance provides food for 
anyone in need. If their support would be helpful to 
you, just phone Veryan or Adele in the office in 
confidence on 01736 364087 and they can phone the 
Foodbank for you who will be able to help. 
The Foodbank are extremely busy at the moment and 
are very grateful for any donations. 

 

www.mind.org.uk 

0300 123 3393 



 

There is a lot of help and advice available to help you keep your children safe online. Have a look at the 

Online Safety section of our website for lots of useful information and links  http://www.alverton.org.uk/

website/online_safety_for_families/246722.  Your child’s teacher will also always be happy to talk to you 

about online safety.  

http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/online_safety_for_families/246722
http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/online_safety_for_families/246722


Absence from school  

If your child is unwell or will not be 

attending school it is your responsibility 

to contact the school on the first day of 

absence no later than 9.30am (there is 

an answering machine if you wish to 

leave a message before 8am). If we have 

not heard from you by this time we will 

need to telephone home to ascertain 

the nature of your child’s absence. This 

is in line with the Government’s policy 

on attendance. Please note that any 

child who is ill with sickness or an upset 

stomach should remain away from 

school for 48 hours after the last episode 

of illness.  



Free School Meals / Pupil Premium 
 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/schools-and-education/schools-and-colleges/school-meals/ 
 
Registering a child as eligible for free school meals (as described below) means that your child receives 
a free meal every day (though they can, of course, bring a packed lunch should they prefer) but there 
are additional benefits too. Pupil Premium brings more money into the school to help children achieve 
and learn. Children in receipt of the Pupil Premium also receive other benefits (eg contributions 
towards Key Stage 2 camps and funding to use for uniform, music lessons, trips etc). At some times, 
there are further benefits for these children such as food vouchers during holiday times where these 
are given. Please see the Pupil Premium Provision Map in the Pupil Premium section of our website 
http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/pupil_premium/172518 or speak to Mrs Gill or Mrs Stacey in the 
office or contact Mrs Wicks who leads our Pupil Premium provision. 
 
The easiest and quickest way to apply for free school meals is online through the Cornwall Council 
website but, if you are unable to do this, you can call the Free School Meals team on 01872 323298 and 
a member of the team will call you back to complete the application over the phone.  
 
A child is eligible for free school meals if their parent / carer (or the child themselves) receives any of 
the following benefits: 
· Income Support (IS) 
· Job Seekers' Allowance (Income-Based) and equal based Job Seekers Allowance 
· Income Related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA-IR) and equal based Employment and 
Support Allowance 
· Child Tax Credit (CTC) with an annual income of less than £16,190 
· Working Tax Credit run-on - paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit 
· Guarantee Element of Pension Credit (GPC) 
· Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 (IAA) Support 
· Universal Credit - your household income must be less than £7,400 a year (after tax and not including 
any benefits you get) as assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods 
 
If you are claiming the benefits listed below you are NOT eligible for free school meals, regardless of 
what other benefits / credits are being claimed: 
· Working Tax Credit 
· Contribution-Based Job Seeker's Allowance and / or Contribution-Based Employment and Support 
Allowance 
 
NB All Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 pupils are entitled to receive a free school meal as part of the 
Universal Infant Free School Meals (UIFSM) initiative, regardless of what benefits are being claimed. 
However, some children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 may also have an entitlement to benefits-
related free school meals and it is important to apply for these if you think your child may be eligible. 
 
Registering for free school meals / Pupil Premium is confidential. If you think that your child is eligible, 
we strongly recommend that you contact Cornwall Council as detailed above. Mrs Gill and Mrs Stacey 
in the office will also be able to help you and answer any questions you may have. 
 
Thank you. 

https://www.cornwall.gov.uk/schools-and-education/schools-and-colleges/school-meals/
http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/pupil_premium/172518


Diary Dates 

11th Oct  Harvest Festival at 9.30am 

17th - 19th Oct Year 1-6 Parent teacher  
   meetings. Some clubs   
   cancelled 

24th-28th Oct Half term holiday 

STARS OF THE WEEK 

Kittiwakes  Georgie for being so creative & imaginative in your learning 

Curlews  Rosa  for looking after lots of friends, you are really kind 

Puffins  Wibur for his fabulous attitude to Year 1 & his learning 

Owls   Layton for being an absolutely delightful member of our class 

Kingfishers  Isaac  for super listening skills & always trying his best 

Trencrom  Kaden for setting a wonderful example & being kind to others 

Lanyon  Amelia for always having beautiful manners. You’re a delight to have in the classroom 

Kerris   Finley for his excellent writing this week & always working hard 

Bodrifty  Elowen for making a fantastic start to UKS2, working really hard 

Bosigran  Seth  for having a fabulous start to Year 6 & working exceptionally hard 

Kenidjack  Susie  for amazing story-writing this week 

Lunchtime Star Ella  for always being so polite & well mannered 

After School provision 

Mr T is continuing to run after school 

childcare every evening until 5.15pm. He 

now works for DT Sports Coaching but the 

arrangements remain the same. Please see 

the attached letter and form for more 

information. To contact him please ring 

07843 126833 or email 

clubs@dtcoaching.co.uk 

Please tell me I’m not the only one out 
there who’s shattered by Friday! The 
term has started really well and I’m 
delighted to be in school after the 
summer holidays, but there are times 
when I feel, if I’m being very honest, a 
little overwhelmed/exhausted. I’m also 
incredibly lucky, and I know I’ve said this 
before, but it’s true - I can go home and 
offload/share/moan/weep with family 
and friends. I know I’ve said this before 
too, but I do mean it, I’m a good listener 
and if you want to share with me I will 
feel privileged and respectful of your 
needs and wishes. I am, you know, here 
for you. Listening will never overload me, 
because I feel really strongly that we all 
need to be there for each other. Maybe 
one day you will be there for me, who 
knows. My very best wishes, Mrs Daylak  




