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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Thank you for all your support this week following the storm damage. As I said 
earlier in the week, compared to a lot of schools, Alverton has been very lucky. 
That being said, our wonderful woodlands have taken a bit of a bashing and 
need to be thoroughly checked before we use them. Until this is done, we will 
not be doing Forest School in the woods at all, and will be keeping the bottom 
gate closed. We have a tree survey booked for Wednesday where we will be 
checking all trees in all 3 woodland areas. Following this, we will make the 
decision of when to open the bottom gate and when we can resume forest 
school.  Please do not allow your children to go into the trees until we have 
declared it safe. 
 
This week's assembly asked the question 'What makes me, me?'. The is 
a  philosophical question explored in a story that was posed by the British 
philosopher Thomas Hobbes. Dave sails in his wooden ship, the ‘Theseus’. The 
ship needs numerous repairs at George’s Shipyard where George replaces the 
old wooden pieces with metal ones, until by the end of the voyage the 
'Theseus' is entirely made of metal. 
Dave’s wife struggles to accept that the metal ship is still Dave’s ship and things 
become even more complicated when George arrives in a wooden ship, also 
called ‘Theseus!’ So which of the two ships is the 'Theseus' - one of them, both 
of them…or none of them? 
We talked about how we change as we grow, and that our individuality changes 
with it. The children had some great discussions and proved themselves to be 
very deep thinkers! If you want to watch the story, you can do so using the 
following link: What makes me, me? - BBC Teach 
 
Have a great weekend! 
 
Nichola Smith 
Headteacher 
 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/hobbes_thomas.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/articles/zpyyhcw


Remember – safeguarding is  everyone’s 

responsibility 

If you have a safeguarding concern, please 

contact Nichola Smith (Designated 

Safeguarding Lead) at 

nsmith@alverton.tpacademytrust.org or, if 

it is out of school hours, please contact the 

Multi Agency Referral Unit on 0300 1231 

116;  

E-mail: 

multiagencyreferralunit@cornwall.gov.uk  

THIS IS OUR 

 

HELP YOUR SHELF 

 

How it Works 

 

It’s all free. 

 

Take what you need, 
whenever you need it. 

 

No Questions Asked – No Judgements Made 

 

Give what you can if you would like to. 

Donations wanted 
Our Help Your Shelf is looking rather 
bare. If you are able to bring in any non-
perishable food items, cleaning products 
or toiletries, we would be very grateful. 
These will all go to helping our families 
and community. Thank you very much. 

Reception and Year 6 height and weight screening 

Wednesday 28th January 

All parents in Reception and Year 6 have had an email this week about the 

school nursing team coming in to weigh and measure the children in those 

year groups. Please remember that this is opt out so if you do not wish for 

your child to be included on the day you must opt out using the links below: 

Reception: https://www.healthycornwall.org.uk/make-a-change/2025-child-

health-programme-reception-year/ 

Year 6: https://www.healthycornwall.org.uk/make-a-change/2025-child-health

-programme-year-6/ 

This must be done by Wednesday 21st January at the latest. 

Club cancellations 
 

A reminder that there will be 
no Dance Club next week on 
Friday 23rd January as Steph 
is away. Please collect your 
child at 3.15pm. Next one on 
Friday 30th January. 

mailto:multiagencyreferralunit@cornwall.gov.uk


Book amnesty  

We are missing lots of school library books. Please could you have 

a good look at home and return any Alverton library books to 

school as soon as possible. Thanks. 

As I write the weather has begun to get colder and I’m sorry to say that I’m loving it. I 

do like this time of year because the days are just beginning to get longer (though it 

does seem to take forever) and there are signs of spring all around, most notably 

daffodils peeping above ground and for sale in the florists. Though I’m shocked every 

year to discover easter eggs are for sale. If you have to read that sentence again, I’m 

sorry to say it’s true. I even took a photo and sent it to my mother, though she wasn’t 

in the least bit surprised. I want to shout out in frustration that we’re still recovering 

from Christmas and New Year but I feel nobody would listen, least of all the shops 

who want us to go overboard again, fill us with more pressure to eat chocolate, hunt 

for eggs and eat hot cross buns. And this was still December! Hey ho. I sincerely hope 

the festive break was good, relaxing, fun-filled peopled with 

family and friends and lovely things. If it was, welcome back. 

If it wasn’t, I’m sorry to hear that but as always, I’m also here 

to listen. Mrs D xxxxx  



0300 123 3393 

0808 802 6666 

0344 411 1444 

Penzance CTIPA Foodbank 

The CTIPA Foodbank in Penzance provides food for 
anyone in need. If their support would be helpful to 
you, just phone Veryan or Adele in the office in 
confidence on 01736 364087 and they can phone the 
Foodbank for you who will be able to help. 
The Foodbank are extremely busy at the moment and 
are very grateful for any donations. 

 

www.mind.org.uk 

0300 123 3393 



 

There is a lot of help and advice available to help you keep your children safe online. Have a look at the 

Online Safety section of our website for lots of useful information and links  http://www.alverton.org.uk/

website/online_safety_for_families/246722.  Your child’s teacher will also always be happy to talk to you 

about online safety.  

http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/online_safety_for_families/246722
http://www.alverton.org.uk/website/online_safety_for_families/246722


DIARY DATES 

Monday 26th January INSET Day - school and Nursery closed 

Monday 16th - Friday 20th February Spring half term holiday 

Monday 9th March - Thursday 12th March Parents evenings  

Teacher led clubs cancelled 

Thursday 2nd April 

3.15pm  

School closes for Easter holiday (normal time) 

Friday 3rd - Friday 17th April Easter holidays 

Monday 20th April 

8.30am 

School opens for Summer term 

STARS OF THE WEEK 
Little Foxes  Sophia for coming into Nursery with a big smile & making new friends 

Little Owls  Peggy for her confidence & growing independence 

Kittiwakes  Roux  Enthusiasm: for an amazing attitude towards all learning & school life 

Curlews  Otis  Enthusiasm: for constant hard work & perseverance  

Puffins  Fletcher Respect: for following our school rules & being a joy to teach 

Owls   Sonny Responsibility: for trying incredibly hard to make good choices  

Kingfishers  Isaac  Enthusiasm: for working so hard across all subjects this week 

Trencrom  Jasper Respect: for always being respectful & trying his best in everything 

Lanyon  Rufus  Kindness: for showing support to his classmates 

Kerris   Alexander Enthusiasm: for really working hard in all areas this week 

Bodrifty  Raya  Enthusiasm: for being a fantastic role model 

Bosigran  Casper Enthusiasm: for working hard in all his lessons & always being helpful 

Kenidjack  Felix  Enthusiasm: for working hard in every subject & being helpful 

Lunchtime Star  Kadie-Rae  for just being so lovely 

   Ashton  for being a great help at lunchtime 

Breakfast Club Star Florrie W for helping sort bagels & helping in Breakfast Club 




